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BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER
425 East High Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101-3214

{800) 743-4033 (573) 635-3557

210 East Monroe 400 North Main Street
Mexico, MO 65265-2832 Suite 200
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Honorable Donna Shalala
Secretary of Health and Huiran Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Room 615F

Washington, D.C. 20251

Dear Secretary Shalaia:

118 West Reed
Moberly, MO 65270-1555
(816) 263-7343
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As a small busiress owier ind hearing health care provider, 1 write with respect to

Foaring aids. As the AARP

dramaticaliv trderutilized madical devices.

nas confirmed, heanng aids arc highlr effective but

Fam very concerned with reports that the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
reportedly sent to you 2 proposal for revising the current regulations governing the

dispensing of hearing aids in this country that would dramatically increase the cost of
hearing health care services and restrict access to hearing health care providers. Please
stop and carefully consider the impact that this proposed rule will have on the nation's
neariag impaired and on the nation's small business hearing aid specialists. In particular,
picase ensure that any proposead rule meets the obligations of the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act.
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Hearing impnirment is 2 m o health care concern, Pleage don't lot the FDXA put forth

inliions of Americans.

Very truly vours,
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their proposad rule that wouid impede aceess to needed hearing healih care services for
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